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Abstract

This research addresses the issue of Heads of State immunity under public international law
by analyzing its legal foundations, temporal and material limits, and its impact on the
principle of accountability for international crimes. The study examines the legal nature of
presidential immunity, distinguishing between personal immunity and functional immunity,
and clarifies their respective scope during and after the term of office. It also explores the
possibility of subjecting Heads of State to the jurisdiction of foreign national courts in light of
state sovereignty and sovereign equality, as opposed to the evolving role of international
criminal justice in restricting immunity in cases of serious international crimes. The research
relies on an analytical study of international legal texts, judicial precedents, and
contemporary cases, and concludes with findings and recommendations aimed at preventing
immunity from becoming a means of impunity.
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Heads of State Immunity — Sovereignty — Personal Immunity — Functional Immunity
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