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Abstract: This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the international and national legal frameworks for the
protection of the marine environment from pollution, highlighting the multiple challenges ranging from traditional
forms of pollution (oil, industrial, and radioactive) to emerging challenges stemming from the impacts of climate
change. It argues that the international legal system has evolved into a hierarchical framework headed by the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), supported by specialized and regional agreements, alongside
the progressive development of liability theories toward the adoption of the “risk theory” (strict liability) as the most
equitable and effective approach to addressing transboundary environmental damage. The paper further
underscores the pivotal preventive role played by the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea through
instruments such as provisional measures. Conversely, the study reveals a clear implementation gap at the Egyptian
national level, where the legislative framework — particularly in the field of civil liability — remains anchored in the
traditional fault-based model, a stance that conflicts with international developments and constitutes an obstacle to
achieving compensatory justice. This gap is compounded by practical challenges, including pollution from land-based
sources and developmental pressures on coastal areas. The study concludes that effective protection of the marine
environment requires genuine political and legislative will to bridge these gaps, enhance institutional integration,
and adopt a comprehensive preventive approach, so as to ensure that the legal system meaningfully contributes to
supporting and achieving the objectives of a sustainable blue economy in Egypt.
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